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OPERA -FILM  

17.15  Mitsou  

Opera -film for 4 voices and 7 instruments  

by Claire -Mélanie Sinnhuber and Jean -Charles Fitoussi  

Ensemble SoloVoices, Ensemble RMR  

Bruno Dal Bon, conductor  
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The opera-film Mitsou tells the story of the friendship between Rilke and a young boy who 

would become the painter Balthus. For the first time, the actors of a film are "dubbed" live by 

the singers' voices. 

The opera-film Mitsou, by composer Claire-Mélanie Sinnhuber and filmmaker Jean-Charles 

Fitoussi, marks a genuine innovation: for the first time, the actors of a film are "dubbed" live 

by singers' voices. Mitsou tells the true story of the friendship between Rilke, then nearly fifty, 

and a boy named Balthasar - the son of the painter Baladine Klossowska, Rilke's last 

companion - who would go on to become the celebrated painter Balthus. A deeply poetic 

story revolving around the figure of a cat: Mitsou. The film was shot in Switzerland, 

particularly in the Valais, where Rilke spent the last years of his life. 

 

Claire -Mélanie Sinnhuber  

Born in 1973, of French-Swiss nationality, she lives and works in Paris. She studied composition at the 

Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique de Paris under Frédéric Durieux, and completed 

IRCAM's year-long course under the direction of Philippe Leroux. She undertook advanced studies with 

Salvatore Sciarrino and Gérard Grisey. In 2008 she was a resident at the Villa Kujoyama in Japan. 

Her work has received numerous awards, including the Sacem Georges Enesco Prize, the Sacem 

Hervé Dugardin Prize, the Nadia and Lili Boulanger Prize from the Académie des Beaux-Arts, and the 

Sacem Grand Prix. 

 

Jean -Charles Fitoussi  

A filmmaker whose atypical body of work blends reality, poetry and imagination. In 2013 he received 

the Jean Vigo Prize, and in early 2014 the Cinémathèque Française devoted a complete retrospective 

to him. He has won the Grand Prize at the Belfort Film Festival and an award at the Turin Film Festival. 

He has made short and feature films in 35mm, video, digital and on mobile phone (Nocturnes pour le 

roi de Rome, made in 2005, was the first feature film shot on a mobile phone). 

 

Ensemble SoloVoices  

The SoloVoices ensemble was founded in 2008 by Svea Schildknecht, Francisca Näf, Jean-Jacques 

Knutti and Jean-Christophe Groffe. SoloVoices has premiered numerous works for solo voices and 

develops projects of various kinds, including those involving electronics or visual media. The ensemble 

has been invited by major festivals including Musica Aperta (Winterthur), KlangBasel, Festival 

Rümlingen, Lucerne Festival and Wien Modern. 

 

Ensemble RMR (Rainer Maria Rilke)  

A new ensemble created especially for the Rilke Festival 2026, made up of talented young musicians 

trained at the Lugano Conservatory and the Como Conservatory. 

 

Bruno Dal Bon  

He studied at the Milan Conservatory and continued his training with Pierre Dervaux, Franco Ferrara 

and Sergiu Celibidache. He was assistant to Carlo Maria Giulini. Dal Bon also studied literature and 

philosophy at the University of Bologna, graduating with a thesis on the semiotics of music (supervised 



 

by Umberto Eco and Gino Stefani). He has served as director of the Como Conservatory, artistic 

director and president of the Teatro Sociale di Como, and artistic director of the Orchestra Filarmonica 

Veneta of Treviso. 

 

 
Tickets and info 

https://www.festival-rilke.ch/de/tickets 

Priority will be given to those who purchase tickets online for the entire Second Movement of La Via Lattea 22. 

Any unsold tickets will be available for purchase directly at the Teatro San Materno, at the price of Fr. 30.– 

 

 

https://www.festival-rilke.ch/de/tickets

