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Whispering Geometries
A musical dialogue with the architecture of Teatro San Materno
Mélodie Zhao
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Whispering Geometries is a piano concert by the extraordinarily gifted Swiss pianist,
composer and conductor Mélodie Zhao.

The evening unfolds in two parts. In the first half of the programme, the artist explores the
theme of transcendence. Through works by Beethoven and Liszt, Mélodie Zhao interrogates
the idea of selftranscendence: the overcoming of technical limits, but above all of inner ones.
Virtuosity is never an end in itself; it becomes the language of a quest in which the body
serves the spirit, and in which technique and musicality prove inseparable.
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In the second part of the evening, the composer opens herself to an unprecedented dialogue
with the forms, colours and geometries of Teatro San Materno, designed by the architect Carl
Weidemeyer. Through piano improvisation, Mélodie Zhao transforms the architectural space
into a sonic experience, giving rise fo a journey in which music, form and image reflect and
complete one another. What emerges is a musical exploration inspired by the principles of
the Bauhaus, which conceived of music, architecture and the visual arts as expressions of a
single compositional language.

At the Bauhaus, music was regarded as the most abstract of the arts, and thus an ideal
reference point for a new conception of form. Just as a musical composition organises time
through rhythm, counterpoint and variation, so too were painting, architecture and theatre
expected to organise space, colour and movement. Although the Bauhaus never produced a

", it helped spread the idea that music, architecture, design and the visual

true "musical schoo
arts shared the same compositional principles. In this sense, the Bauhaus did not create a
musical style, but rather offered a design method: thinking of music as part of a broader

system, in dialogue with architecture, movement, light and the visual arts.

First part:

Beethoven-Zhao: Symphony No. 5, 1st movement (9')

Beethoven: Sonata No. 14 in C-sharp minor "Moonlight", 1st movement (5')
Liszt: Transcendental Etude No. 4 "Mazeppa" (7')

Liszt: Aprés une lecture de Dante (16')

Credits:

Music: Mélodie Zhao (pianist, composer, conductor)
Architecture: Carl Weidemeyer

Photography: Franco Mattei

Concept and curation: Lisa Ferretti

Mélodie Zhao

Mélodie Zhao is a Swiss pianist, composer, and conductor whose exceptional abilities emerged at an
early age. At 13, she became the youngest pianist to record Frédéric Chopin’s complete 24 Etudes,
followed at 19 by the complete Beethoven Piano Sonatas, both recognised as world-record
achievements. In addition to her pianistic career, she is distinguished by her rare specialisation in
performing and conducting large-scale piano concertos from the keyboard, uniting the roles of soloist
and conductor with a high level of technical control, structural clarity, and musical leadership.
Mélodie Zhao has appeared on major international stages including Lincoln Center New York, Lucerne
Festival, and the National Centre for the Performing Arts (NCPA) Beijing. She has collaborated with
leading orchestras such as the Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin, BBC National Orchestra of
Wales, Mozarteum Orchestra Salzburg, and the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, performing core
concerto and symphonic repertoire. Her work is noted for precision, stylistic discipline, and a strong

command of large musical forms.



Alongside her performance career, Mélodie Zhao is actively engaged in projects that foster cultural
dialogue, drawing on her multifaceted heritage. She is particularly committed to promoting works by
Chinese composers on major European institutional stages. As a composer and cross-genre artist, she
develops original works and concert programs that expand classical formats while maintaining formal
rigour and a strong respect for musical tradition.

Her musical education was shaped by studies with Pascal Devoyon, Mayumi Kameda, and the
legendary Paul Badura-Skoda in Paris and Vienna. She earned her Bachelor’s degree at the age of

14 and her Soloist Master’s degree at the age of 16 at the Geneva Music University.

Franco Mattei

Franco Mattei is a Swiss photographer, trained at the ETH (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology) with
a federal diploma, and based at his studio ("Fotoatelier Franco Mattei") in Claro, in the Canton of
Ticino. He specialises in architectural photography and is particularly known for his photographic work

documenting the restoration of the Monastery of Claro, one of Ticino's oldest historical monuments.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Reservations
By telephone answering service: +41 (0)79 646 16 14
Online: www.teatrosanmaterno.ch

Tickets

Fr. 25.— (Fr. 20.- for AVS card holders, students, apprentices, members of the e-venti culturali association and
Club Rete Due; free admission for AG Cultura pass holders, young people up to 16 years of age and accredited
journalists). Teatro San Materno is accessible to wheelchairs (non-electric) and people with disabilities.
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